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IAA FOUNDATION OFFERS 
SCHOLARSHIPS  

TO SUPPORT AGRICULTURE,
ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU FAMILIES

Learning all about Corn!

Galva first grade students learned about different kinds of 
corn and made a corn craft during their Agriculture in the 
Classroom lesson.

A Turkey Lesson!

Kindergarten students at Visitation School learned about 
turkeys and a made a turkey cookie.

BLOOMINGTON, Ill. 
— Agriculture students 
and Illinois Farm Bu-
reau® (IFB) members, 
spouses and children are 
eligible to apply for 100 
college scholarships of-
fered by the IAA Foun-
dation, Illinois Farm 
Bureau’s charitable 
arm. The scholarships, 
ranging from $1,000 to 
$7,500, will be awarded 
in total of $201,501 for 
the 2023-24 school year. 

“We are pleased to rec-
ognize students through 
our ever growing and 
changing scholarship 

program,” said Jenni-
fer Smith, Development 
Manager, IAA Founda-
tion. “It is a privilege to 
support the next gener-
ation of leaders and en-
courage degrees in agri-
culture related fields.” 

Students may apply 
for a variety of schol-
arships, including three 
IAA Foundation Distin-
guished Scholarships, 
where winners each re-
ceive $5,000 awards. 
Another $7,500 award 
goes to the Illinois Farm 
Bureau Legacy of Lead-
ership scholarship win-

ner. In addition to fam-
ily scholarships often 
established to honor the 
memory of a loved one, 
the IAA Foundation of-
fers scholarships on be-
half Prairie Farms Dairy. 
For 2023, the IAA Foun-
dation is honored to ad-
minister the newly cre-
ated Sandhu Minority in 
Agriculture Scholarship, 
and the Thomas E. and 
Mary Morgan Lykins 
Scholarship. Additional-
ly, fellowships will once 
again support students 
pursuing advanced de-
grees in fields that direct-

ly relate to agriculture. 
Scholarships are 

awarded based on 
involvement in ex-
tra-curricular activities, 
community service, ac-
ademic performance, 
leadership experiences, 
and response to an essay. 
Previous winners of an 
IAA Foundation scholar-
ship are eligible to apply 
again if the scholarship 
allows.

 A full listing of avail-
able scholarships and 
eligibility guidelines is 
available on the Founda-
tion website, www.iaa-

foundation.org. The ap-
plication opens January 
1 and must be completed 
online by February 15, 
2023. 

For more informa-
tion, contact your county 
Farm Bureau, the IAA 
Foundation at 309-557-
2232, or e-mail Jennifer 
Smith at jsmith@ilfb.org  

The mission of the 
IAA Foundation, Illinois 
Farm Bureau’s charita-
ble arm, is to fund ed-
ucation, research, and 
charitable activities that 
benefit Illinois farm fam-
ilies and agriculture.
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DeDecker's 
Plumbing Heating Cooling 

Geneseo 944 6700 

Atkinson 936 7454  
The new degree of comfort:• 

"Serving the area since 1945" 

Henry County Farmer (USPS-240-260) pub-
lished monthly, A nominal fee charged for sub-
scription, by the Henry County Farm Bureau, 
Inc., 128 N. Prospect Street, Cambridge, IL 
61238. Periodical postage paid at Cambridge, 
IL and/or additional mailing offices. POSTMAS-
TER: Send address changes to Henry Co. Farm 
Bureau, 128 N. Prospect Street, Camb

FARM BUREAU OFFICE PERSONNEL
Katie Laleman, FBCM...........................Manager
Veronica Taber...............Administrative Assistant

HENRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
President:  Steve Nightingale 

First Vice President Organization:  Heather Poppy 
Second Vice President Legislation:  Brian Corkill 

Secretary:  Kevin Schwartzkopf 
Treasurer:  David Westerlund

DISTRICT 1
Townships: Colona, Hanna, Edford,  

Western, Osco, Munson
	 Jon Chamberlain	 Bridgett Wildermuth
	 Emily Baum	 Dan Wolf	

DISTRICT 2
Townships: Phenix, Loraine, Yorktown,  

Geneseo, Atkinson, Alba
	 Greg Decker	 Tim Yager
	 Brian Daniels	 Brandan Weber	

DISTRICT 3
Townships: Lynn, Andover, Cambridge,  

Oxford, Clover, Weller
	  Lisa VanWatermeulen	 Evan Youngren
	 David Schmedt	 Thad Curry	

DISTRICT 4
Townships: Cornwall, Annawan, Burns,  

Kewanee, Galva, Wethersfield
	 Brian Boelens	 Jim DeCrane 
	 Brian DeBrock 	 Kate Huffman

AT-LARGE
	 Sadie Asher	 Jim Larson
	 Hilary Boelens 	 Pat Martens 
	 Gary Asay	 Scott Jordan
	 Jan Weber 	 Bill Wyffels

Freezer Beef for Sale
50/50 Wagyu and  
Angus Simmental

Halves & Quarters Available
Mitchell Vincent
(309) 489-6301

Laleman Celebrates 20 Years 
with Henry County Farm Bureau

Katie Laleman, Manager of the Henry County Farm Bureau, 
was recognized at the Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting for her 
milestone of 20 years in the role. Laleman began her Farm 
Bureau career in 2000 as Manager of the Cumberland County 
Farm Bureau and was named Manager of Henry County Farm 
Bureau in 2002 where she remains to date.
Laleman has also completed all requirements to continue 
her designation as a Farm Bureau Certified Manager (FBCM).  
She originally earned the FBCM designation in 2007.
The FBCM program, which recognizes county managers for 
professional achievement and staff leadership, was started 
in 1993 by the Illinois Farm Bureau.  To receive the FBCM 
designation, county Farm Bureau managers must complete 
a series of six exams which assess expertise in various 
managerial areas.  Recertification is granted every five 
years based on 50 hours of continuing education areas and 
professional staff leadership.

Directors Recognized for  
their Service

Farm Bureau President Steve Nightingale recognized 
Directors that have reached their tenure on the Board 
of Directors during the County Annual Meeting held on 
November 15.  Those fulfilling their terms are (l to r) are Gene 
Stromquist, Joel Goetz, and Karen Lyman. 
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Vegetable Dip
From the kitchen of Carol Dobbels

8 oz Cream Cheese
1 T. Milk
Dash of Garlic Salt
1 small bottle Western Dressing

Cream cheese, add other ingredients.  I use a 
blender.
My grandson’s love this dip.  Make it for holidays 
and their graduation parties.  
Have been asked where I buy it or the brand name!

Sponsored by:

DECEMBER
3-6 Illinois Farm Bureau Annual Meeting – 

Chicago, IL
5 HC Pork Producers Meeting, 7 pm, FB 

Boardroom
8 HC Beef Association Meeting, 7pm, FB 

Boardroom
8 Landowner Meeting for the Mt. Simon Hub 

Pipeline Project, 6pm, BHE Auditorium, Bldg 
A; (Must be pre-registered and an Illinois 
Farm Bureau member to attend)

13 HCFB Young Leaders Meeting, 6:30pm, FB 
Boardroom

14 Katie Laleman, HCFB Manager on WKEI 
1450 AM, 8:25am

20 HCFB Foundation Annual Meeting, 6:30 pm, 
FB Boardroom

20 HCFB Board of Directors Meeting, 7:30 pm, 
FB Boardroom

23-26 HCFB Office Closed – Merry Christmas!
30 HCFB Office Closed – Happy New Year!

JANUARY
2 HCFB Office Closed – Happy New Year!
9 Women in Agriculture Conference – 

Registration Opens!
11 Katie Laleman, HCFB Manager on WKEI 

1450 AM, 8:25am

HENRY COUNTY 
DATEBOOK

Henry County Farm Bureau
Welcomes New Members
Jessica FiefJessica Fief
Hunter PriceHunter Price
Mitchell KittermanMitchell Kitterman
Deb LarsonDeb Larson
Brad PeckBrad Peck
Colton AtkissonColton Atkisson
Lexie ClarkLexie Clark
Christien KoehlChristien Koehl

Charles OberleCharles Oberle
Taylor WrightTaylor Wright
Martin YorkMartin York
Ryan BrockRyan Brock
Tyler ChevalierTyler Chevalier
Quality Control Quality Control 
RestorationRestoration
Larry SimmsLarry Simms

FFA Jacket Scholarships 
Awarded

Kate Huffman, Chair of the Young Leaders, is shown 
presenting the FFA Jacket Scholarship to McKenna Anderson 
of the Galva FFA Chapter.  Eligible FFA members could 
complete applications, which were evaluated by the Young 
Leaders, and five members in Henry County were selected 
to be the recipients of the scholarships for the purchase of 
their FFA Jackets.
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starktiler@gmail.com

QoLMSTROM 
REALTY SERVICES 

RESIDENTIAi.. & At:JRICULi\JAAL 
BAOKERAOE♦.APPRAISALS♦A.UC'TIONS 

309-944-6423
19746 E. 2050 Street 

Atkinson, IL 61235-9726 
www.holmstromrealestate.com 

Tim Holmstrom
Managing Broker

Certified General Appraiser
309-944-6423

tim@holmstromrealestate.com

Sherry Holmstrom
Broker

309-944-6423
sherry@holmstromrealestate.com

Young Leaders “Cram the Cab”

Farm Bureau Young Leaders held the “Cram the Cab” Food 
Drive on November 5 at Fareway in Geneseo.  This year’s 
food drive had a new theme as donors helped to fill the cab 
of a Ford truck and a John Deere tractor.  Special thanks 
to Geneseo Fareway, Crowe Ford, Prairie State Tractor and 
everyone that donated.  We collected 1,540 pounds of food 
and over $400 for our local food pantries.  Pictured along 
with Young Leaders, (l to r) Kate Huffman, Sadie Asher, Shane 
Asher, and Logan Van Rheenen, making a very generous 
donation to the food drive are the Henry County Fair Queens, 
Mollie, Emma, and Paisley.

Hall Named as Top  
Membership Recruiter

Merle Hall, COUNTRY Financial Representative of Kewanee, 
was recognized as the Top Membership Recruiter in Henry 
County at the Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting.  Steve 
Nightingale, Henry County Farm Bureau President, made 
the announcement at the 105th Annual Meeting held on 
November 15. 

Members Save on  
THOUSANDS of Hotels!

Family vacations and weekend getaways 
just became even more affordable for 
Illinois Farm Bureau members. Thanks to 
the addition of TravelSherlock, which offers 
THOUSANDS of hotel options, the Illinois 
Farm Bureau membership benefit package 
just got a little sweeter!  Members can now 
save up to 30% on overnight stays across 
the country.  

Whether it’s a quick trip or a longer 
vacation, this Illinois Farm Bureau member 
benefit helps make travel more enjoyable 
for everyone. Members can visit ILFB.
Travelsherlock.com to search hotel options 
for their location of choice.  Members can 
obtain the discount code by contacting their 
county Farm Bureau office.
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•Adult and Pediatric Eye Exams
•Glasses and Contacts

•Accept most insurances  
including Medicaid

•50% off second pair of glasses 
•www.geneseovisioncenter.com

Show Farm Bureau membership  
card at time of service. 

10% Discount on most services  
(can not be combined with insurance)

No other discounts apply.

112 S. Center St.    •    Geneseo, Illinois 61254    •    (309) 944-5303

New Farm Bureau Directors Elected

Newly elected to the Henry County Farm Bureau Board of Directors are (l to r) Thad Curry, Bill 
Wyffels, and Emily Baum, along with Steve Nightingale who was also reelected as President 
of the organization. 

Scholarships Presented to FFA Members

Trent Fransene, Vice Chair of the Young Leaders, (center) awarded FFA Jacket Scholarships 
to Cambridge FFA members Ellie Doubet and Mason Palmer.
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The Henry & Stark County Health Departments 
Notes Ways Area Residents Can Stay Healthy 

During the Infectious Season Ahead
The Henry and Stark County Health Departments 

and their First Choice Healthcare Clinics it is the 
time of year to look ahead to preventing sickness 
during the upcoming infectious season.  It is import-
ant to alert the public, that with masking guidance 
being lifted and indoor activities becoming the norm; 
Covid-19, Flu, RSV and Common Cold infections 
will be and are already on the rise.   Therefore, we 
offer some suggestions on how to help keep germs 
away during gatherings and activities and the infec-
tious season. 

Many of these seasonal infections (Covid, Season-
al Flu, Common Cold, RSV) have some shared and 
in-common symptoms; thus, it can be hard to diag-
nose and differentiate the infections.  Therefore, the 
Health Department is sharing messaging and guid-

ance to help local residents and families to better un-
derstand these infections and how to prevent and treat 
them.

Remember, it is important to enjoy the season’s tra-
ditions in good health by taking steps to protect your-
self and others from COVID-19 and other infections:

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 & Flu vaccines 
• Know what to do if you are exposed
• Stay at home when you are sick
• Avoid contact with others who are sick 
• And feel free to wear a mask 
In addition, this is a prime time to reinforce the 

importance of clean hands.   Remind your children, 
family members, and co-workers to wash their hands 
with soap and warm water for 20 seconds.   When 
there is no soap or water - reach for a hand sanitizer 

or wipe.  When should you wash your hands? 
* When preparing food; 
* Before snacks and meals;
* After using the restroom;
* After touching animals;
* When hands are dirty;
* And, when you or someone around you is ill
The Health Department and their First Choice 

Healthcare locations in Kewanee and Colona re-
mind area residents they have Covid & Flu vaccine 
for both children and adults.   For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call the First Choice 
Healthcare Clinics (309) 852-5272 (Kewanee) or 
792-4011 (Colona) or visit our website at www.hen-
rystarkhealth.com.   You may also find us on Face-
book or Follow Us on Twitter and Instagram.   

==HEALTHCARE 

Galva Pharmacy 
120 Exchange St. • Galva, IL 61434 • 309-932-3440 

10% Discount on prescriptions and merchandise for Farm Bureau members�. Not to be used in conjunction with any other discount or prescription benefit plan. 'Some restriction, apply. 

Henry County Health Department 
I Receive a 10% Discount on All Clinic Services!*I 

·Not to be used in conjunction with Monthly Specials!
Kewanee 852-5272 Colona 792-4011 See Farm Bureau Tab at www.henrystarkhealth.com 

(ruNSCRAITIRS 
http://www.lenscrafters.com 

South Park Mall, 4500 16th St., Moline, IL 61265 
(309) 764-0444

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun. Noon-5 p.m. 

20% Off Frames and Lenses 
Call for an appointment at (309) 764-2032 

Not to be used In conjunction with any other discounts. 
On-site lab • 95% of all prescriptions available in an hour. 

CHIROPRACTIC CARE & REHABILITATION 
DR. AUSTIN M. HOYTE 

Doctor of Chiropractic Care and Physiotherapy• BOARD CERTJFIED 
Revolutionary Laser Pain Treatments • Work & School Physicals 

309-721-7154 • 1000 3rd St., Orion, lL 61.273
Farm Bureau Members Receive a FREE Massage with a Chiropractic Adjustment 

==HEALTHCARE 

:,���'.�;:�ry &. VIBRANT HEALTH c'i!�!f;�E
care Jar you and -- • 
yourfami/y" Ch1ropractl.c Care I Ill ~·•- I Dr. Crygta.t J Smx:te fiacabook. 

Safe, natural solutions for Neck Pain, Low Back Pain, Headaches, 
Arm Pain, Sciatica, Disc Herniation, and so much more 

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING 

HOME 
Jason Boone, Certified Trained Technician 

(309J 944-6217 • Cell (309J 507-3334 
SAVE 10% with your 

Farm Bureau discount 
(Free estimates are also available) 

RESTORATION HOME ... 
CUSTOM KITO-IEN AND BATH REMODEl, FURNITURE AND CABINET MAKI G. 

PLEASE vrsIT www.BARNzzHoME.cOM Bam materials rebom i11to c11sto111 Jun1it11re for your liome. 
contact T. Scott McAvoy of Geneseo, IL 773-704-12U 10%D1SCOUNTTO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS free design co11s11/tatio11 ..• UNLEASH YOUR CREATIVITY! $$$FOR YOUR BARNS$S 

McConnell 
Heating and Cooling 

10% Discount on any Repair �----
or Maintenance Work t/lft.entM1 
(Includes parts and labor) S� 309-314-5820

(Not valid with any other offer) 
HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING 

CALL 937-2411 TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS LISTED 
ON THE DISCOUNT PAGES 

View over 300,000 Farm Bureau Membership 
Benefits at http://ilfb.abenity.com

Find all the Local Businesses offering Farm Bureau 
Membership Discounts at  

www.henrycofarmbureau.org

View over 300,000 Farm Bureau Membership 
Benefits at http://ilfb.abenity.com

Find all the Local Businesses offering Farm Bureau 
Membership Discounts at  

www.henrycofarmbureau.org
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Miller Farm & Business, Inc.
Taxes · Accounting · Payroll

Individual · Farm · Corporate · Trust & Estate
1041 S Oakwood Ave · Geneseo, IL 61254

Ph. 309.944.3290 · Fax 309.857.0182 · Email: llmiller@millerfb.com 
www.millerfb.com

HOME 

Eternal Energy, Inc. 
Kewanee, IL Residential, Agricultural, and 
309-853-9606 Commercial Electrical contractors 
5% discount on Honeywell standby generators 

MIDWEST CARPETS 
126 Exchange Street • Galva, Illinois 61434 

(309) 932-1092
Regan & Carolyn Ahlgrim 

midwestcarpets@outlook.com • www.midwcarpets.weebly.com 
10% OFF MATERIALS AFTER $1,000 ORDER 

NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER SALE OR OFFER 

Johnson Appliance & Cabinets 
114 . Chestnut St., Kewanee, IL 61443 · Phone (309) 856-5417 

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon 
$10 OFF a service call when payment is made at time of service 

$10 OFF over-the-counter parts (non-service call) 
Please how your membership card when service call is made or when purchasing over-the-counte,· parts. 

Wyanet Carpet 
FlooringAmericae 

$100 off 
a purchase of 

$1 ,000 or more 
Not good with any other offer 

(excludes Window Treatments) 

816 N. Main St.• Princeton. IL 61356 • 815-879-0005 • www.wyanetcarpetflooringamerica.com 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7-5; Sal. 7-Noon Edwards Ready-Mix will offer a 
52 per cubic yard discount, 

good any day, to Farm Bureau members 
-c1.c.�Jt 

All Plants & Matenals State Approved 

Please mention Farm Bureau Membership when placing order 

Call for Free Estimate - 309-944-2118 ?10 S. Chicago Sr.• P.O. Box 49 • Geneseo, IL 61254 

.... AZTEC SERVICE CO. 
Prophetstown, IL• (815) 537-2100 • Don Seeling, Owner 

Carpet Cleaning • Window Cleaning • Janitorial & Power Washing • Couch & Chair Cleaning 
$10 OFF ALL WORK FOR FIRST-TIME CUSTOMERS 

HOME 

CarPet Time 
Rich and Laura Nordstrom 

Route 34 East• Galva • 932-8168 

10% OFF All 
Cash Sales of 

In-stock Vinyl and 
Carpet 

WATSON HOME INSPECTIONS 
Shawn Watson 

1205 13th Ave • Orion, IL 61273 • (309) 230-6303 
swatsonhomeinspections@gmail.com 10% off home inspection for Farm Bureau Members 

SERVICES 

 

I I Illinois Farm Business I FBFlVl I Farm Management Association 
Miriam Mock• 403 N. State Street, PO Box 601 • Atkinson, IL 61235 

Work (309) 936-4100 • Cell 309-525-2368 Improve Financial Control of Your Farm Operations. Receive a 50% discount on first-year base membership fee. 
oeoecker's Plumbing, Heating and cooling, Inc. 

Geneseo 944-6700 
Atkinson 936-7454 
Annawan 935-5200 

5% OFF RITCHIE PARTS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS 

_ _ JJ Ali, 224 N. Main St.· Kewanee, IL· 309-852-2296 

��..
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Sun. 1-4 p.m.

/liJ/.,4 :1.0% discount on regular priced merchandise & custom

vrr,., - framing - excludes Isabel Blooms 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other discount or special 

CALL 931-2411 TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS LISTED ON THE DISCOUNT PAGES 

View over 300,000 Farm Bureau Membership 
Benefits at http://ilfb.abenity.com

Find all the Local Businesses offering Farm Bureau 
Membership Discounts at  

www.henrycofarmbureau.org

$100 OFF EACH $1,000 OF MATERIAL ORDERED
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$100 OFF EACH $1,000 OF MATERIAL ORDERED

Johnson Appliance
114 N. Chestnut St., Kewanee, IL 61443 • (309) 856-5417

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:00am-5:00pm; Sat 9:00am-Noon

HOME 

Eternal Energy, Inc. 
Kewanee, IL Residential, Agricultural, and 
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10% OFF MATERIALS AFTER $1,000 ORDER 

NOT COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER SALE OR OFFER 

Johnson Appliance & Cabinets 
114 . Chestnut St., Kewanee, IL 61443 · Phone (309) 856-5417 

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. 8:30 a.m.-Noon 
$10 OFF a service call when payment is made at time of service 

$10 OFF over-the-counter parts (non-service call) 
Please how your membership card when service call is made or when purchasing over-the-counte,· parts. 

Wyanet Carpet 
FlooringAmericae 

$100 off 
a purchase of 

$1 ,000 or more 
Not good with any other offer 

(excludes Window Treatments) 

816 N. Main St.• Princeton. IL 61356 • 815-879-0005 • www.wyanetcarpetflooringamerica.com 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7-5; Sal. 7-Noon Edwards Ready-Mix will offer a 
52 per cubic yard discount, 

good any day, to Farm Bureau members 
-c1.c.�Jt 

All Plants & Matenals State Approved 

Please mention Farm Bureau Membership when placing order 

Call for Free Estimate - 309-944-2118 ?10 S. Chicago Sr.• P.O. Box 49 • Geneseo, IL 61254 

.... AZTEC SERVICE CO. 
Prophetstown, IL• (815) 537-2100 • Don Seeling, Owner 

Carpet Cleaning • Window Cleaning • Janitorial & Power Washing • Couch & Chair Cleaning 
$10 OFF ALL WORK FOR FIRST-TIME CUSTOMERS 

HOME 

CarPet Time 
Rich and Laura Nordstrom 

Route 34 East• Galva • 932-8168 

10% OFF All 
Cash Sales of 

In-stock Vinyl and 
Carpet 

WATSON HOME INSPECTIONS 
Shawn Watson 

1205 13th Ave • Orion, IL 61273 • (309) 230-6303 
swatsonhomeinspections@gmail.com 10% off home inspection for Farm Bureau Members 

SERVICES 

 

I I Illinois Farm Business I FBFlVl I Farm Management Association 
Miriam Mock• 403 N. State Street, PO Box 601 • Atkinson, IL 61235 

Work (309) 936-4100 • Cell 309-525-2368 Improve Financial Control of Your Farm Operations. Receive a 50% discount on first-year base membership fee. 
oeoecker's Plumbing, Heating and cooling, Inc. 

Geneseo 944-6700 
Atkinson 936-7454 
Annawan 935-5200 

5% OFF RITCHIE PARTS FOR FARM BUREAU MEMBERS 

_ _ JJ Ali, 224 N. Main St.· Kewanee, IL· 309-852-2296 

��..
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.: Sun. 1-4 p.m.

/liJ/.,4 :1.0% discount on regular priced merchandise & custom

vrr,., - framing - excludes Isabel Blooms 
Not to be used in conjunction with any other discount or special 

CALL 931-2411 TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS LISTED ON THE DISCOUNT PAGES 



8 • H E N R Y  C O U N T Y  F A R M E R  • December 2022

Homemade  
for the holidays

For the family’s love 
of homemade cinna-
mon rolls, I quietly step 
through the silence of 
our predawn home and 
into the kitchen to get 
rolling. 

Still dark outside, I 
work from the glow of 
Christmas tree and the 
light of the kitchen is-
land, where I had staged 
the final roll-making 
supplies the night be-
fore. I softly stream hol-
iday music and savor the 
early morning peace, in-
terrupted only by the tick 

of a warming stove and 
gentle blow from the fur-
nace vents. That moment 
continues a home-baked 
holiday tradition at least 
three generations old, 
taught by my mother and 
grandmother before me. 
Now, my daughter often 
joins me.

 Two hours later, the 
fragrance of baked cin-
namon rolls fills the 
house, something like 
the loving aroma of a 
Thanksgiving meal. The 
household stirs, ready for 
the sweet, warm richness 

we enjoy around the hol-
idays. When age 4, our 
son provided the only 
objection that I can re-
call. Mind you, I had sac-
rificed sleep to make the 
family-recipe rolls when 
he awoke and asked for 
pancakes. I managed to 
laugh at his innocent, in-
sulting request. Now 10 
years later, the cinnamon 
rolls have won him over.

As a kid, I remember 
cinnamon roll dough ris-
ing in every warm spot 
of the house. I recall the 
rhythm of Mom rolling 

the dough at the count-
er and the way she uni-
formly sprinkled brown 
sugar and cinnamon 
across the dough, free 
from the over-applied 
globs I struggled with 
as a newbie. The timing 
at which to frost them 
seals the deal — slight-
ly melted to a transpar-
ent sheen to reveal the 
cinnamon-brown sugar 
swirl, but thick enough 
to sit atop a warm roll. 

Dozens upon dozens 
of foil pans full of fresh 
cinnamon rolls left the 

farmhouse in which I 
grew up. Mom topped 
them with a bow for 
neighbors, landlords 
and relatives. I preferred 
mine at the dining room 
table with a glass of 
store-bought chocolate 
milk, which she pur-
chased only around the 
holidays. I would slowly 
unwind the roll, eating it 
from tail to core every 
morning when they were 
available. I’ve eaten far 
more cinnamon rolls 
than my age for this an-
nual tradition. 

While much about 
the farm has changed 
with time and technolo-
gy, we remain rooted in 
our favorite traditions. 
Nothing warms the soul 
quite like the homemade 
instructions that fill my 
recipe books. Even if it’s 
pancakes 

Joanie Stiers farms, 
writes and bakes in 
west-central Illinois 
where her family honors 
the morning of her De-
cember birthday with a 
candle in a homemade 
cinnamon roll.

50¢ OFF
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In order for you to better under-
stand Farm Bureau policy, we run 
articles each month in the Farmer.

76. LABOR
We support:
A proactive and positive effort to 

pursue a dialogue with organized la-
bor to identify common ground and 
common goals to achieve a common 
good and improve farm profitability.

The effective and prompt admin-
istration of existing laws to resolve 
secondary boycotts or other illegal 
actions which disrupt the orderly 
flow of commerce.

Maintaining the agriculture ex-
emption for overtime pay provisions 
under the Illinois Minimum Wage 
Law.

A study by the appropriate state 
agencies regarding the programs and 
activities of federally funded Legal 
Services Corporation entities in Illi-
nois. Such a study would review the 
impact of such programs on agricul-
tural operations.

American Farm Bureau Federation 
(AFBF) efforts in lobbying Congress 
to investigate the Legal Service Cor-
poration's behavior and scrutinize its 
budget.

The minimum wage rate at its cur-
rent level.

Establishing improved programs 
for agricultural guest workers that 
assist in finding, retaining, and 
maintaining an adequate, legal, and 
cost-competitive labor supply.

Permanent employment-based im-
migration visas for those individu-
als who have a demonstrated work 
history and can pass an appropriate 
background screening.

We oppose:
The use, by either labor or man-

agement, of force, coercion, intimi-
dation, secondary boycotts or other 
such means designed to force its will 
upon the other.

Lawsuits which are filed against 
agricultural growers by Legal Ser-
vices Corporation entities which 
create economic hardship for the 
agricultural operations involved and 
appear to be intended only to harass 
the employer of farm labor into pro-
viding additional benefits without 
justification.

All legislation which increases the 
revenue base for legal assistance ac-
tivities in the State of Illinois.

Legislation that would require 

state licensure and inspection for 
electrical work performed on agri-
cultural property and single-family 
residences.

The elimination of the present 
family farm exemption in the child 
labor provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act (FLSA).

Amnesty (as defined as a general 
pardon for offenses against the laws 
of the United States of America) for 
undocumented immigrants.

H-2A Work Program
We support:
Protection of the guest worker pro-

gram to preserve the labor force re-
quired for farms.

Improvements to the guest worker 
program to help farms be profitable 
and operational for future genera-
tions by offering farms the ability to 
retain skilled labor and recruit work-
ers to meet their farms' specialized 
needs.

Recruitment of repeat, qualified 
workforce for efficiency in working 
on a host farm.

Staggered dates of entry for the 
guest worker program.

Expanded accessibility to the 
H-2A guest worker program for oth-

er types of farming operations be-
yond specialty crops and dairy.

Employer specific visas.
Farmer and worker shared expens-

es of the guest worker program visas, 
transportation and related expenses.

Withholding of state and feder-
al payroll taxes from guest worker 
wages.

Streamlined administrative and ap-
plication processes to apply for and 
utilize the guest worker program, 
with quicker and easier renewal from 
year to year if a farm has no changes 
from the previous year.

Administration and oversight of 
the H-2A guest worker program 
within the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA).

We oppose:
Department of Labor's (DOL) ad-

ministration of the H-2A guest work-
er program.

Increased state minimum wage and 
adverse effect wage requirements.

Increased administrative expenses 
of the guest worker program.

Administrative steps and paper-
work that slow down the hiring pro-
cess.

Getting to know your Farm Bureau policy

109 E. 3RD STREET, KEWANEE • PHONE (309) 854-9000

View over 300,000 Farm Bureau Membership 
Benefits at http://ilfb.abenity.com

Find all the Local Businesses offering Farm Bureau 
Membership Discounts at  

www.henrycofarmbureau.org
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$5 off any color over $60
$5 off manicure & pedicure combo

$5 off haircut and conditioning treatment
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CDL Drivers 

Chem Bay Operator 

Crop Associate 

Energy Sales Support 

Energy Service Tech 

General Laborers  

Grain Systems Sales Support 

LP Sales & Delivery 

Operator 

Plant Manager 

Seed Treatment Operator 

Turf Sales Support 

Since 2010Grand total

$277,120

Tell your participating elevator 
that you would like to donate. 

Atkinson Grain
Big River Resources

Cargill
CHS 

Gavilon
Gold Star FS

Hillsdale Elevator
River Valley Cooperative

Rumbold & Kuhn

Proceeds benefit the 
River Bend Food Bank 

October 1  –  
January 31

Sponsored by the Henry, Mercer,  
and Rock Island County Farm Bureaus

13

1.4 million meals.equaling 
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2023 HENRY COUNTY FARM BUREAU

Poster Contest
Farm to Table: All About Food and Farming

What’s that you say? You’re hungry? 
Right this very minute? Then you need a farmer!

The book, “Right this Very Minute : A Table-to-Farm Book 
About Food and Farming” is a story about families in their 
busy kitchens wondering where the delicious foods they’re 
about to eat comes from. More than a dozen different types of 
farms are featured throughout the story, showing agriculture 
in action. Look for this book in your school or local library! 

• Must be in 1st, 2nd or 3rd grade in Henry County 

• Entries must be submitted on regular 8 1/2” x 11” 
white paper 

• May use crayon, marker, paint, pencil or ink 

• No tracing, free-hand drawings only 

• The poster will become property of the Farm 
Bureau and may be reprinted for publication 

Back of Poster MUST have the following: 
- Student’s Name 
- Student’s Address 
- Grade

- Teacher’s Name 
- School Name 
- Parent’s Name 

ENTRY DEADLINE: 
All posters are due by February 15, 2023 to the 
Henry County Farm Bureau, 128 N. Prospect Street, 
Cambridge, IL 61238 

CONTEST AWARDS: 
Each division will be awarded three prizes: 
1st prize $20.00    2nd prize $15.00    3rd prize $10.00 

**Teacher of each first-place entry will receive 
a $25.00 cash prize** (Teachers must submit a 
minimum of 10 entries from their class to be eligible 
for the cash prize.) 

RULES:

Sponsored by: 

What do you see on a farm? What do farmers raise and grow?
Show us on your poster what you see on farms and how farmers grow the food that we eat!  

Questions:
Contact the Farm Bureau office at (309) 937-2411 
or manager@henrycofarmbureau.org. 


