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MEMBERSHIP Corner

JULY
3.................. Farm Bureau Office Closed
	 (Independence Day observed)

8.................. “Safety Starts with YOU”,
	 Central Bank Pavilion, 
	 Geneseo, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

29............... Young Leaders Meeting, 
	 HCFB office, 6:30 p.m.

AUGUST 
14............... HCFB Foundation Golf Fun Day, 
	 Baker Park Golf Course, Kewanee 	
	 – Call the HCFB Office to 		
	 schedule a tee time!

HCFB FOUNDATION TO HOLD “GOLF FUN DAY”
The Henry County Farm Bureau Foundation annual “Golf Fun Day” will be held on Friday, August 14  
at Baker Park Golf Course in Kewanee.  

The Farm Bureau Foundation invests in 
Agriculture in the Classroom programs that 
help youth understand the sources of their 
food and fiber, while also encouraging future 
leaders through scholarships for students 
pursuing further education.  Join us for a fun 
day on the golf course, raising funds for these 
important educational programs.

Contact the Farm Bureau office to book your 
tee time!  Teams of four golfers are preferred.  
Cost is $60 per golfer for Farm Bureau 
members and $90 for non-members.

Support the Farm Bureau Foundation and join 
us for FUN DAY!  Grab your clubs and join the 
fun — every swing helps make a difference!  
Don’t miss your chance to be part of a day 
that’s sure to be a real hit!!!

Friday, 
August 14, 2026

Baker Park Golf
Course, Kewanee

GOLF
FUN
DAY

Contact the HCFB office at 
(309) 937-2411 or email

manager@henrycofarmbureau.org
to book your tee-time!

(Foursomes preferred)

NEW LEADERS ELECTED TO  
ILLINOIS FFA STATE OFFICER TEAM
By Hannah Spangler, FarmWeek

The 2026-27 Illinois FFA major state 
officer team was elected on the final 
day of the 98th Illinois FFA State 
Convention, held June 9-11 at the 
Bank of Springfield Center.

A total of 494 member delegates 
chose President Bryer Nelson, Vice 
President Collin Johnson, Reporter 
Haven Cash, Secretary Owen Rigg, 
Treasurer Lane Perry and Sentinel 
Levi German to lead the more than 

42,000 members in Illinois. This 
will be the last team to host a state 
convention in Springfield before the 
event moves to Peoria in 2028.

President Bryer Nelson,  
Canton FFA 
After three rounds of voting, 
Nelson was chosen as Illinois FFA 
president.

“It means so much to me that 
the delegates trusted me in this 

position,” said the former Section 
12 president. “I just want myself 
and my teammates to be able to 
create amazing moments for these 
members looking up to us.”

Nelson’s brother, Cooper, — 
previously a state officer — was 
with him backstage throughout 
the election process. Nelson told 
FarmWeek it “was everything” to 
have his brother there.

AFBF LAUNCHES  
FARM 250 PHOTO CONTEST
The American Farm Bureau 
Federation (AFBF) recently launched 
a photo contest to celebrate the 
contributions of America’s farmers 
to make the nation what it is today. 
The contest is part of Farm Bureau’s 
FARM 250 initiative, marking the 
nation’s 250th anniversary.

The winner of the contest will 
receive a trip to the 2027 AFBF 
Convention in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, courtesy of AFBF, and an 
iPhone 17, provided by T-Mobile.

“The history of the United States 
is rooted in every crop, pasture 

and dairy barn from coast to 
coast,” said AFBF President 
Zippy Duvall. “America’s ability 
to grow enough food, fuel and 
fiber helped shape our nation 
and continues to ensure its 
security. Add to that generations 
of innovation and the commitment 
of farmers, and the United States 
has become a leader in agriculture 
around the world.

“Our photo contest is a great 
opportunity for farmers to share 
the images of what means the 
most to them on their own farms 

and ranches, and will showcase 
the beauty of agriculture across all 
50 states and Puerto Rico.”

The photo contest runs through 
Sept. 9. The winner must be 
a Farm Bureau member. Visit 
the website fb.org for more 
information.

continued on page 3

Download the app today  
to use YOUR Membership  
for Summer Savings
Need assistance? Contact  
Stephanie at sknittel@ilfb.org

SummerSAVINGS

AMAZING

https://www.farmweeknow.com/users/profile/Hannah%20Spangler
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Henry & Stark County Health Henry & Stark County Health 
Department Offers Beat  Department Offers Beat  
the Heat Suggestions!the Heat Suggestions!

COVER  
CROP SEED
GR ANT PROGR AM 

Apply for funds to reimburse the 
purchase of Cover Crop seed. OPEN 
TO FARM BUREAU MEMBERS WHO 
HAVE NOT PLANTED COVER CROPS IN 
THE PAST 3 YEARS. 

Funds will be available on a first 
come first serve basis. For those that 
will be selected, receipts for proof of 
purchase are due by August 15.

RECEIPTS DUE BY: AUGUST 15, 2026 
HENRY CFB, 128 N. PROSPECT STREET, CAMBRIDGE, IL

INFORMATION:
KATIE LALEMAN AT (309) 937-2411 
MANAGER@HENRYCOFARMBUREAU.ORG

APPLICATION PERIOD:  
JUNE 15 – JULY 15, 2026

REGISTER:  
SCAN QR CODE OR 
VISIT HT TPS://
ON.ILFB.ORG/
HENRYCROPS
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Henry & Stark County Health 
Department Offers Beat  
the Heat Suggestions!
The Henry and Stark County Health 
Departments and their First Choice 
Healthcare Clinics in Kewanee and Toulon 
remind area residents of the importance of 
staying safe in this summer’s heat.  According 
to officials, “Summer’s warmth, enjoyed by 
so many people, can be dangerous when 
the temperature climbs above 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit.  In addition to making one feel 
fatigued and uncomfortable, unchecked 
exposure to excessive heat can lead to 
serious illness and even death.”

They add, “During hot and humid weather 
the body’s ability to cool itself is affected.  
When the body heats too rapidly to cool itself 
properly, or when too much fluid or salt is 
lost through dehydration or sweating, body 
temperature rises and heat-related illnesses 
may develop.  Heat-related illnesses can 
range from heat cramps to heat exhaustion 
to more serious heat stroke.  Heat stroke 
can result in death and requires immediate 
medical attention.”

Everyone is affected by extreme heat; 
however, those people at higher risk of a 
heat-related illness include: older adults, 
infants and young children, people with 
chronic heart/lung problems, people with 
disabilities, overweight persons, those 
who work in hot settings, users of some 
medications, and people who are isolated that 
don’t know when or how to cool off or when to 
call for help.

To avoid heat related stress remember:

•	 Avoid outdoor activities from noon to 4pm.
•	 Use fans or air-conditioners liberally or 

visit air-conditioned places (shopping 
malls, libraries, theatres).

•	 Never leave children or pets alone in 
enclosed vehicles.

•	 Stay hydrated by drinking plenty of fluids 
even if you do not feel thirsty. Avoid drinks 
with caffeine or alcohol.

•	 Eat small meals and eat more often.
•	 Wear loose-fitting, lightweight, light-

colored clothing. Avoid dark colors because 
they absorb the sun’s rays.

•	 Slow down, stay indoors and avoid 
strenuous exercise during the hottest part 
of the day.

•	 Take frequent breaks if you must work 
outdoors and use a buddy system when 
working in excessive heat.

•	 Check on family, friends and neighbors 
who do not have air conditioning, who 
spend much of their time alone or who are 
more likely to be affected by the heat.

•	 Check on your animals frequently to 
ensure that they are not suffering from 
the heat.

For more information on heat safety visit our 
website at www.henrystarkhealth.com or find 
us on Facebook at Henry and Stark County 
Health Departments or Follow Us on Twitter 
and Instagram.
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BENEFITHUB:  
ILLINOIS FARM 
BUREAU’S NEW 
MEMBER BENEFIT 
PLATFORM
Illinois Farm Bureau members now have a simpler, 
smarter way to access and maximize their member 
benefits. BenefitHub is the new, easytouse platform 
where you can explore all your favorite discounts—
and discover new ones—across dozens of everyday 
categories including travel, tickets, auto, electronics, 
and more. Many of the top brands in the U.S. are 
featured, giving members meaningful savings on the 
things they buy most.

Follow these four quick steps to get the best value and 
maximize savings:

1.	Start in the BenefitHub portal to compare deals 
across retailers.

2.	Buy a discounted gift card when one is available.

3.	Complete your purchase through the merchant link 
in BenefitHub, using your gift card.

4.	Enjoy both the retailer discount and cash back.

Getting Started: 
If you previously had an Abenity account, you can sign in 
to BenefitHub using your existing email and password. 
New to the platform? Create an account and start saving 
today.Visit: https://ilfb.benefithub.com

Need Help?
For account questions, contact BenefitHub Customer 
Care at 1-813-675-2210 or customercare 
@benefithub.com

BenefitHub members save an average of $2,500— 
so why wait? Start exploring your savings at  
https://ilfb.benefithub.com.

GoldStarFS.com

S E E D  |  T U R F  |  F U E L  |  L U B R I C A N T S  |  G R A I N  S Y S T E M S

“He’s been there for me throughout my 
entire FFA experience,” he said.

Vice President Collin Johnson, Franklin FFA 
When Johnson was announced as vice 
president, the former Section 14 FFA 
president said he was filled with gratitude.

“I was just giving glory to God,” Johnson 
said. “And I was so thankful that all the 
members and delegates saw me as 
someone fit to serve in this role.”

This year, he is most looking forward to 
chapter visits, his “favorite part of the year.” 
Johnson also said he is excited to meet 
members from across the state. “They are 
my why,” he told FarmWeek.

Reporter Haven Cash, North Clay FFA 
Cash said she began building relationships 
with fellow FFA members on her first day in 
the organization and that continuing those 
connections has been “truly impactful.”

In a recent interview with Johnna Fulcher 
of the RFD Radio Network, Cash said she 
hopes to continue making friends while 
telling members’ stories during her year 
as reporter. She is especially excited for 
chapter visits, which she enjoyed both as a 
member and as Section 23 FFA president.

“It (chapter visits) was my first interaction 
with a state officer when I was a freshman,” 
she said. “I truly think it makes a significant 
impact on how members view the FFA.”

Cash was the Illinois Farm Bureau Actively 
Engaged Student of the Month for May.

Secretary Owen Rigg, Williamsfield FFA 
As Rigg raced on stage after being 
elected, he said he was thinking about the 
responsibility of representing Illinois FFA 
members.

“I just really hope this next year I can live up 
to their expectations and serve them how 
they want to be served,” said the former 
Section 4 FFA president.

Rigg said his passion for agriculture and FFA 
was “heightened” by his father, Kent, who 
also serves as his FFA adviser. Some of his 
earliest memories include spending time in 
his father’s classroom watching members 
prepare for contests.

“That’s what also led me to be a state 
officer,” Rigg said of his dad’s influence. 
“Just watching him pour extra passion into 
this organization really enabled me to do  
the same.”

Treasurer Lane Perry, Marshall FFA 
Perry said being elected state treasurer was 
“a full circle moment,” recalling that he was 
selected as treasurer during his first year as 
both a chapter officer and Section 20 officer.

As a member of the 2026-27 team, Perry 
told FarmWeek he hopes to serve as an 
“inspirational leader” while remaining 
“authentic” throughout the year.

“A big motto that I have is a day served is a 
day lived authentically,” Perry said. “The best 
way to meet with members and connect is to 
be my true, authentic self.”

Sentinel Levi German, Nokomis FFA 
German missed part of the first day of 
convention while pitching for the Nokomis 
High School baseball team in a rescheduled 
state super-sectional game. Although his 
team lost, German said he was proud to 
represent his school both on the field and on 
the FFA stage this week.

“It’s been a rush of emotions from Tuesday 
night when we lost to Thursday morning 
when I got elected,” German said.

The former Section 19 FFA president said 
hearing his name announced as sentinel “was 
a dream come true.” He added that pitching 
in a high-stakes game requires skills similar 
to serving as a state officer, and he hopes to 
carry those lessons into the year ahead.

“It comes down to leadership and trusting the 
people around you,” he said.

New Leaders Elected to Illinois FFA State  
Officer Team........................................................continued from page 1

https://www.farmweeknow.com/youth_in_ag/ifb-announces-actively-engaged-student-of-the-month-for-may/article_81432fb3-1289-47b6-bf71-e35dfcb1269d.html
https://www.farmweeknow.com/youth_in_ag/ifb-announces-actively-engaged-student-of-the-month-for-may/article_81432fb3-1289-47b6-bf71-e35dfcb1269d.html
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SWEATER WEATHER 
WEAVING    

Grades 3 to 6

What You'll Need
•	 Several colors of yarn (18 inches long)
•	 Tape
•	 Scissors

Let's Get Weaving!
1.	 Let each student pick three pieces of yarn
2.	 Secure it to desk
3.	 Braid until fits around student wrist
4.	 Tie knot
5.	 Wear bracelet

Discussion Questions 
1.	 How does wool get from farmer to production plant?
2.	 What steps do the wool go through?
3.	 What other plants and animals do we get other fibers 

from?
4.	 What is the process of shaving sheep called?
5.	 Cotton and linen are examples of _____ fibers because 

they grow out of the ground?
6.	 Twisting loose fibers together to make a strong 

continuous strand of yarn or thread is called?
7.	 Nylon and Polyester are made by humans in factories 

using chemicals, what group of fibers do they belong to?

The patriotic-wrapped tractor combined two 
of our son’s favorite things: The Magnum-
model CaseIH tractor and the U.S. flag. 

America’s 250th anniversary gave me 
one of those Mom moments where delight 
comes from anticipating your child’s joy. I 
snapped photos and videos of our son solo 
and with Grandpa by the showstopper at 
the 2026 National Farm Machinery Show in 
Kentucky. Afterword, I worked obsessively 
from my phone to order the replica flag-
wrapped toy, which had sold out the 
previous day. 

Our son’s admiration for the American flag 
first became evident when he picked out 
t-shirts with the symbol as a child. Then, it 
was hats with flags. Patriotic swim trunks. 
American flag decorations for his room, and 
a flag image on his first credit card. For a 
4-H project, he made wooden U.S. flags out 
of 13, 1-by-2-inch strips of wood, a butane 
torch and red- and blue-colored wood stain.

The flag stood as something bigger than 
the cloth (and wood) itself even if he 
didn’t yet fully understand the feeling of 
home, pride, identity, safety, belonging and 
history. I can only credit rural patriotism, 
as rural Americans proudly display flags 
on front porches, fire stations, county 
fairgrounds and farm bins. We associate 
the feeling it delivers with church potlucks, 
sweet corn stands, small-town Friday 
night football and a slice of pie filled with 
homegrown cherries.

I gifted my husband a flagpole in the front 
landscaping for his 40th birthday. Our 
daughter was “stationed by the flag” as the 
FFA state reporter, so we put her jacket in 
a shadow box with a flag retired from the 
state capitol and folded by local veterans. 
As much as we love the flag, we also know 
loving America means acknowledging 
we haven’t got everything right. In the 
end, America is something we steward, 
like farmland itself and our freedom to 
improve it.

At the farm, we own a roll of patriotic net 
wrap for making flag-wrapped round hay 
bales for decoration at our community ag 
festival. The bales, flipped on end with flag 
poles in them, emulate the festival’s feeling 
of Americana – home, tradition, pride and 
simple joys like homemade pie, tractors, 
apple peeling and free family fun.

As a birthday surprise six weeks after the 
farm show, our son received a three-pack 
of flag-wrapped toy tractors – a second 
of which also appeared at the show: a 
1976 Case 1570 from America’s 200th 
anniversary. I hope he can tell his grandkids 
he witnessed a full century of history when 
the 300th anniversary edition makes its 
debut.

About the author: Joanie Stiers farms with her 
parents and brother in west-central Illinois, 
where they grow corn, soybeans and hay, 
raise beef cattle and operate side businesses 
related to the family operation. 

RAISED ON FLAGS, 
FIELDS & FREEDOM

NUTRIENT 
STEWARDSHIP
F I E L D  D A Y 

2026

Learn more about integrating livestock onto row crop 
operations, which has shown: increased fertility, decreased 
inputs, and better economic return. 

9:00 A.M. - 6:45 P.M.
RAIN OR SHINE 

RSVP BY: JUNE 30 
BY CALLING: CARROLL 815-244-3001, HENRY: 309-937-2411,  
OR WHITESIDE: 815-772-2165

JULY 
31

FREE Member Bus Trip to  
Jo Daviess CFB Summer Field Day
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Eric
Henderson

Geneseo
(309)-944-4618

Erin
Spivey

Kewanee 
(309)-852-2121

Mike   
Geuns   

Annawan   
(309)-935-6697 

Julie  
Hessler  
Orion  

(309)-526-8024 

Tom  
Mckie  

Cambridge  
(309)-937-3372 

Katie  
Spivey  
Galva  

(309)-932-3272 

Jerry    
Samuelson   
Woodhull   

(309)-334-3430 

Cassie    
Stahler   

Geneseo   
(309)-944-4618 

Life insurance that 
grows with you

TOP FFA CHAPTERS, COLLEGIATE FARM BUREAUS 
RECOGNIZED FOR HARVEST FOR ALL CONTRIBUTIONS
Recognizing tremendous need in their 
communities, Illinois FFA Chapters and 
Collegiate Farm Bureaus proudly raised a 
total of 68,577.85 pounds of food, volunteer 
13,142.16 hours and donated $76,645.23 during 
the 2025-26 “Harvest for All” campaign.

Top FFA sections and chapters, and the top 
Collegiate Farm Bureaus, were recently 
recognized for their outstanding efforts. Harvest 
for All is a statewide service program led by 
Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) that supports local 
communities by addressing food insecurity 
through volunteerism, food donations and 
fundraising.   

“Harvest for All showcases the incredible 
impact students can have when they commit 
to service,” said Taylor Hartke, Illinois 
Farm Bureau youth and collegiate program 
coordinator. “It’s inspiring to see them step 
up in their communities, whether through 
donating food, giving their time, or leading 
fundraising efforts in order to meet local needs 
in meaningful ways.”

Illinois FFA chapters competed within their 
respective sections, with 25 schools named 

Section Winners based on their service efforts. 
Of the section winners, five were named Top 
Five Overall.

From food drives and community fundraisers to 
hands-on volunteering with food pantries and 
shelters, each chapter demonstrated a strong 
commitment to living out the FFA motto: “Living 
to Serve.” 

The 2025-2026 FFA Section Winners are:
•	Section 1 – Scales Mound FFA
•	Section 2 – Forreston FFA 
•	Section 3 – Galva FFA
•	Section 4 – ROWVA FFA
•	Section 5 – Brimfield FFA
•	Section 6 – Sycamore FFA 
•	Section 7 – Newark FFA 
•	Section 8 – Glenbard East FFA 
•	Section 9 – Heyworth FFA 
•	Section 10 – Peotone FFA 
•	Section 11 – Liberty FFA
•	Section 12 – Illini Central FFA  
•	Section 13 – Greenfield FFA
•	Section 14 – Athens FFA

•	Section 15 – Highland FFA
•	Section 16 – Blue Ridge FFA
•	Section 17 – Monticello FFA 
•	Section 18 – Kansas FFA 
•	Section 19 – Ramsey FFA 
•	Section 20 – Teutopolis FFA 
•	Section 21 – Mt. Vernon FFA
•	Section 22 – Marissa FFA
•	Section 23 – Olney FFA 
•	Section 24 – Marion FFA 
•	Section 25 – Carrier Mills-Stonefort FFA 

The Top 5 FFA Chapters Overall were:
•	 Newark FFA
•	 Athens FFA
•	 Greenfield FFA
•	 Peotone FFA
•	 Cissna Park FFA

Illinois Collegiate Farm Bureau Chapters were 
also honored for their impact, with the Top 3 
Collegiate Chapters Overall recognized as:

•	 University of Illinois
•	 Kaskaskia College 
•	 Lincoln Land Community College

2025-26 Harvest for All

Models Available
32' Bumper Pull         32' Gooseneck
37' Gooseneck            42' Gooseneck

For more information:
Mitchell Vincent
(309) 489-6301
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CODE OF 
COUNTRY LIVING 
Country living is a wonderful way of life, and The Code 
of Country Living booklet is the best way to share it 
with others. The Code of Country Living, which has been 
around since the late 1990s, is a truly comprehensive 
guide to the rural way of life. While most people 
appreciate the romanticized parts of the country 
lifestyle, this newly revised and updated version of The 
Code of Country Living includes all the additional aspects 
of rural life that someone might not think about. What 
happens when bad weather hits? What are mineral 
rights? How do you navigate utilities? All these answers 
and many more are inside. If someone you know is 
interested in the country lifestyle, this 36-page booklet is 
the essential resource for ensuring a good transition by 
bringing their expectations in line with reality. For a hard 
copy, contact your local county Farm Bureau. For a digital 
version visit on.ilfb.org/countryliving. 

Overview: If you know someone considering a move to a 
rural area for the first time, The Code of Country Living is 
the essential resource for an informed lifestyle decision.

What’s Inside: A guide to agriculture, access, utilities, 
property, nature, government and more. The Code of 
Country Living provides the practical, need-to-know 
reality of country life. 

Who should read it? Anyone considering a move to the 
country. The quick-and-easy, 36-page booklet is the go-
to reference point for anyone thinking about purchasing 
a home or homesite in rural Illinois.

Get Yours Today: For a hard copy, contact your local 
county Farm Bureau. For a digital version or for ordering 
multiple copies, visit on.ilfb.org/countryliving.

FARM BUREAU TO HOST  
“SAFETY STARTS WITH YOU”
Have you thought about 
safety for you and your 
family?  Do you want to 
see demonstrations and 
receive free giveaways and 
information?  Looking for 
a great, free event for the 
whole family to attend?
The Henry County Farm 
Bureau Health and Safety 
Committee will hold a FREE 
community event focused 
on areas of safety, health, 
and wellness.  Join us on 
Wednesday, July 8, 5:00-
7:00 p.m. at the Central 
Bank Pavilion, 218 North 

State Street, Geneseo, IL.  
Following the event will be 
the Central Bank Concert 
Series featuring “Angela 
Meyer”, from 6:00-8:00 p.m.  

The event will feature 
exhibitors that will highlight 
Grain Bin Safety & Rescue, 
CPR and “Stop the Bleed” 
Demonstrations, Mental 
Health, Ag Equipment, 
“Touch a Tractor” and 
overall health and wellness.  
Back again this year, come 
and see WQAD’s “The 
Beast” and plan to enjoy 
food vendors and local 

restaurants, along with 
safety demonstrations, kids’ 
activities, giveaways and 
much more! 

Join us for this FREE 
community event focused 
on safety and open to 
the public.  Enjoy great 
information, handouts 
and giveaways.  An event 
for the whole family!  For 
more information contact 
the Henry County Farm 
Bureau at (309) 937-
2411 or email manager@
henrycofarmbureau.org.  

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2026
5:00-7:00P.M.  |  FREE T O AT T END

CENTRAL BANK PAVILION
218 NORT H S TAT E S T.  GENE SEO,  IL

YOU
SAFETY STARTS 

WITH

5 T
H  

A N
N U A L

For more information contact the 
Henry County Farm Bureau at (309) 937-2411 
or email manager@henrycofarmbureau.org

ENJOY GREAT INFORMATION, 
HANDOUTS & GIVEAWAYS.
AN EVENT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 

YOUNG LEADERS  
ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEANUP
Young Leaders conducted the spring cleanup as part of the 
“Adopt-A-Hwighway” program, near Geneseo.  Pictured are  
(l to r) Jade Markey, Emma Yerkey, Logan Van Rheenen, Gage 
Miller, Conner King and Jon Stevens.  

CAR RENTAL 
SAVINGS

Visit www.ilfb.org for more information

mailto:manager@henrycofarmbureau.org
mailto:manager@henrycofarmbureau.org
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123. STATE AND LOCAL FINANCE
We will analyze any proposed changes in state tax rates as to the effect any change would have on the economy and competitiveness of the State of Illinois in 
relation to the state tax rates imposed by neighboring states and take the appropriate action on such proposed changes. 

We support: 
1.	 An overall tax structure for state and local 

governments in Illinois that includes a 
moderate flat rate state income tax, a moderate 
local real property tax, sales tax, motor fuel tax, 
cigarette tax, liquor tax, and other special taxes. 

2.	 The need to analyze any proposed change to the 
state tax structure as to the effect it would have 
on the economy and competitiveness of the 
State of Illinois. 

3.	 Providing property tax relief through a 
combination of state revenue surpluses and 
various statewide taxes. 

4.	 Including townships and road districts along 
with counties and municipalities in the formula 
for the distribution of the Local Government 
Distributive Fund. 

5.	 Extending to two years the time landowners 
have to disconnect their property from any 
special purpose taxing district formed or 
expanded without a referendum and which does 
not provide emergency life-sustaining services. 
During that period, all property tax revenues 
collected by the district from landowners within 
the new taxing area should be held in escrow 
and refunded or credited to those taxpayers if 
they choose, by referendum, to disconnect. 

6.	 Extending the time limit from 30 days to 60 
days to get 10 percent of registered voters’ 
signatures on petitions concerning backdoor 
referendums. 

7.	 Providing for restricted and specific criteria 
in order to qualify areas for creation of 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts by 
municipalities and counties in order to reduce 
negative fiscal impacts on existing businesses 
and local governments, including schools. 
Further, we believe the economic advantages 
of the new business or production alone should 
be enough to justify expansion or location in an 
area. 

8.	 Limiting the tort immunity levies to the actual 
costs incurred by the local taxing bodies. We 
support vigorous enforcement of current laws 
and regulations specifying use of these funds. 

9.	 Allowing local citizens to establish a maximum 
tax rate lower than the statutory maximum 
rate when creating a new taxing district by 
referendum. 

10.	 Requiring a referendum ballot question which 
proposes the creation of a new taxing body also 
state the statutory maximum tax rate and debt 
level for the proposed new taxing district. 

11.	 Allowing a Fire Protection District to retain 
the real estate taxes for a period of 10 years, 
whenever a territory is disconnected from 
a Fire Protection District and annexed to a 
municipality. 

12.	 Taxing districts shall give public notice of, and 
hold a public hearing on, their intent to annex 
property. 

13.	 Limiting taxing districts, including school 
districts, from incurring future bonded 
indebtedness, without a referendum, where 
such bonds are to be repaid with property tax 
revenue. 

14.	 Requiring referendums which authorize any 
new real estate tax levy to state the maximum 
statutory tax rate in the referendum question. 

15.	 Allowing all taxing bodies to reduce their levy 
after the levy has been submitted to the county 
clerk. 

16.	 Allowing impact fees to be imposed on new 
residential construction for school capital 
needs. 

17.	 Allowing townships that are currently under 
the Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) 
program to opt out. 

18.	 Exempting undeveloped farmland in 
unincorporated areas from municipal local 
improvement taxes and fees. 

19.	 Requiring that any tax credits be based on 
fiscal policy that promotes long-term economic 
stability and prosperity. 

20.	 Amending the Open Space Lands Acquisition 
and Development Act to allow some of the 
revenues funding the act to be used to provide 
maintenance and improvement to existing state 
parks. 

21.	 Amending the Illinois County School Facility Tax 
Act to require school districts to issue a public 
statement of intent a minimum of 30 days prior 
to the election. 

22.	 Amending the Illinois County School Facility Tax 
Act to ensure that counties benefiting from the 
School Facility Tax Act would not be prevented 
from, or placed at a disadvantage for, receiving 
school construction dollars from the state. 

23.	 Amending the Illinois County School Facility 
Tax Act to require that a portion of the money 
collected is used in property tax relief if the 
school district(s) has outstanding bonds for 
capital purposes. 

24.	 Amending the Illinois County School Facility Tax 
Act to require a sunset clause of 20 years or re-
approval by voters to continue the tax. 

25.	 Requiring local governments to publicly 
disclose information on TIF districts including 
the locations of the districts, funds generated, 
use of funds, and any contractors. 

26.	 A more stringent audit of all state expenditures. 
27.	 Eliminating the Illinois estate tax, but until 

that is accomplished, support using the 
corresponding federal exclusion amount, but 
not less than $5 million and having a tax rate 
structure no greater than the maximum 16 
percent currently in law. 

28.	 Imposing a tax on the owner or lessee of non-
renewable natural resources, excluding oil 
and gas, upon the severance and production of 
that resource. A significant portion of the tax 
revenue shall be distributed to the county of 
origin. 

29.	 Maintaining and creating property assessment 
levels that encourage the creation and use of 
grassed-backed terraces, grassed waterways, 
filter strips, two stage ditches, bioreactors, 
and other approaches to improve water quality 
through these practices. 

30.	 Creating state income tax deductions and 
credits benefiting agriculture and agricultural 
processes. 

31.	 Maintaining a state income tax general 
exemption at some realistic level. 

32.	 Coupling the state income tax to Federal 
Depreciation rules regarding bonus 
depreciation. 

33.	 Changing the backdoor referendum to a front 
door referendum in the library code that relates 
to annexation of contiguous territory. 

34.	 Legislation further limiting the use of the Illinois 
Building Authority Act and the Illinois Public 
Building Commission Act. 

35.	 Working to form a coalition of statewide 
associations and other interested and like-
minded parties to work for tax reform to reduce 
the reliance on real estate taxes. 

36.	 Urging county Farm Bureaus to implement 
comprehensive local programs to determine 
and to critically evaluate how and from what 
sources local government revenues are being 
raised and how these funds are being spent. 
We will assist county Farm Bureaus in such 
programs. 

37.	 Encouraging the Illinois General Assembly to 
undergo a more comprehensive and diligent 
method of prioritizing appropriations to meet 
the current needs of its citizens. 

38.	 Speeding up tax appeal decisions that affect 
local government budgets. 

We oppose: 
1.	 Imposing additional taxes or increases in 

tax rates upon property unless approved by 
a referendum of local voters at a primary 
or general election. We oppose the use of a 
backdoor referendum. 

2.	 Imposing a state property tax. 
3.	 Increasing exemptions from real estate 

taxation. 
4.	 The use of (TIF) or enterprise zones for 

production agriculture. 
5.	 Authorizing non-refundable fund transfers 

beyond those allowed in the standard budgeting 
process or via voter approval. 

6.	 Creating a gross receipts tax or value-added tax 
by the State of Illinois. 

7.	 Selling or leasing the Illinois State Lottery. 
8.	 Authorizing the transfer of funds from 

dedicated and special state funds for any 
reason beyond their original intended purpose. 

9.	 Enacting a quarter-cent sales tax on purchases 
throughout the Chicago metropolitan area, 
as defined by the counties in the Regional 
Transportation Authority Service area (Cook, 
DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will 
Counties). 

10.	 A severance tax on current, low production 
oil and gas wells. We believe that if there is a 
severance tax on new, high-capacity oil and gas 
wells it should be at a level that will not impede 
the development or operation of those wells. 

11.	 A constitutional amendment to remove or 
permit removal of the present 8 to 5 state 
income tax ratio between corporations and 
individuals. 

12.	 Rolling preexisting TIF parcels into a newly 
created TIF District or extending the life of the 
TIF Districts. 

13.	 Extension of real estate taxes on farmland 
by special taxing districts which provide non- 
essential services such as library districts, park 
districts, and forest preserve districts. 

14.	 The creation of a progressive or graduated state 
income tax rate structure. 

GETTING TO KNOW 

YOUR FARM BUREAU POLICY
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Cooking Directions
1.	Preheat grill to medium.
2.	Grill the corn, turning occasionally, 

until tender and specks of black 
appear, about 10 minutes. Set aside 
until just cool enough to handle.

3.	Slice the kernels off the cobs and 
place them in a large bowl. Add the 
bell pepper, tomatoes, red onion and 
cilantro.

4.	In a measuring cup whisk the oil and 
lime juice together. Pour over the corn 
mixture and stir salsa until thoroughly 
combined. Stir in salt and pepper to 

taste. Refrigerate salsa until ready to 
serve.

5.	Preheat grill to high. Pat the steaks 
dry with paper towels and season 
each with salt and pepper.

6.	Grill each steak for 4 to 6 minutes 
per side. Transfer steaks to a plate, 
loosely cover with foil and let them 
rest for about 5 minutes.

7.	Cut each steak in half and place 
one half on each serving plate. Top 
each with corn salsa and serve 
immediately.

RIB-EYE STEAK WITH 
GRILLED CORN SALSA
Rib-Eye Steak with Grilled Corn Salsa takes juicy 
grilled steak to the next level. After grilling your  
rib-eyes, top them with a fresh salsa made with 
grilled corn, peppers, tomatoes and onions tossed  
in a zesty lime dressing.

Ingredients
•	 Grilled Corn Salsa:
•	 2 large ears corn, shucked
•	 1 medium green bell pepper, diced
•	 2 Roma tomatoes, diced
•	 ¼ cup red onion, diced
•	 ⅓ cup fresh cilantro, chopped
•	 1 tablespoon olive oil
•	 2 limes, juiced (about ¼ cup)

•	 Salt, to taste (optional)
•	 Black pepper, to taste (optional)
•	 Rib-eye Steak:
•	 2 boneless rib-eye steaks  

(about 12 ounces each)
•	 Salt, to taste
•	 Pepper, to taste

Source: https://farmflavor.com/recipes/rib-eye-steak-with-grilled-corn-salsa/ 

Makes: 4 servings • Prep Time: 20 minutes 

Cook Time: 20 minutes • Total Time: 40 minutes

https://farmflavor.com/recipes/rib-eye-steak-with-grilled-corn-salsa/

